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RISK ASSESSMENT 
VIOLENT J UVENI LE BEHAVIOR WORKSHEET 

ADMIN ISTRATION 

The risk: assessnlCnt ,, .. orksheet is to be adrninistered as an intervic'v after a student has made a threat of 
violence. Do not gi,•c the v.'orkshcct to the student to lill out. Many items require additional eonLaots with a 
parca1. teacher, counsek>r or administrator to be :tble 10 complete the assessmeni. Review tbc studcnt·s 
discipline record iCtherc is one. 

Begin the interview \Vith explaining \Vl1y you \Vere asked to talk \Vith 1hc Student and that some information 
will help get to know him or her better. Identify the feelings that you assume were present at the time of th<: 
threat; "You must have been very angry .. vben you said---·," and 'vhat ) 'OU see currently, "r imagine you arc 
worried about what is going to haj)pen now." 

l"he studcn1 tnay be a .. -..wc of con5".""q0¢:occs that could result froJn the threat and not be cooperative. remain 
silent or deny a11y intention of harm. If the Student denies any inlCnlK>n ofhann. respond wilh a positive 
statcn1cnt such as, "l 'n1 glad to heat that." or .. good". and continue the assessment. The best information may 
be oblained by asking lhc student to tell you what is going on and what led up 10 tlie incident. Listen and 
reflect what you hear. Refrain from accusing Lile student of lying or not telling the truth. Do poi.Jtt out 
inconsistencies or contradtctions and ask for clarification \vithout being accusatory. 

Items 

The following suggestions may be follov•ed if you need more infontliltion to complete the assessment after 
the srudent has tokl his or her story or as an encourage1nen1 to continue the story. 

l. Plan "You have threatened to-·--·. How would you do it? What did you have in mind? \Vhalare you 
planning to do? When would you do it? Whal would you use to do it? Who do you know that has a gun? 
Have you ever sten it? Do you know how to use i1? 

2. Aggressive Behavior "When you get angry 'vhnt do you do? Do people treat you fairly? Have you ever 
set a fire to things or a biiilding? 

3. Discipline Rttord "Have you ever been suspended or expelled? Have your parents ever been caJled to 
sehool because of you behavior?" 

4. Previous Threats ~·1 fave you ever threatened to harm anyone before?'' 

5. Exposure to Violene~ "I-lave you ever seen anyooe k.i lJed or seriously hurt?' 

6. Victim or Abuse "'Has anyone ever intentionally hun your 

7. Cruelty to Animals .. Do you have a pet, or have you ever had a pet? Have you ever intentioooUy hurt an 
animal? 



8.Victim orearnssment "Has anyone ever teased or harassed your· 

9. Gang Affiliation ••Whal gang are xau a member or? \Voukl you like to be a pan of one? Do you see the 
gang as a source of protection? 

10. Family Support '1Who in your famjly arc you ck>sc to no,v? Wl10 were you close to when you were 
little?" 

JI. Empathy .. Is 1here anyo11e you feel sorry for? Do you ever wish you hadn't done some1hing?., 

12. Relatjonship Skills "Do you sec yourself as having a lol of&iends? Do you \vish you had ntorc? Ho'v 
would your friends describe you? Do you think others respect your· 

13. Preoccupation with Viokncc .. What kinds of movies or TV programs do you like to watch? Do you like 
lo make up ~1ories about vioSence or do you talk to your tiicnds abouL Stories m·uch'r1 

14. Drugs .. How much do you use drugs or drink alcohol each wcc~·r 

SCORING 

• Use the \VOrksheet as a checkl'ist. 
• Add up the checks in 1he .. lo,ver" category, Lhe "n1ediu1n·• category, and the .. higher·• category 
• lndica1e the total number of checks at tlte OOtto1n of each column 
• Muhiply the "lower" category by I. the .. medium" ca1egory by 2, and the .. higher,. category by 

3. 
• Add these 1hree weigh1ed scores. 
• Divide the total 'veighted scores by 3. This number is the final score. 
• lf1he final score is below 7 the risk is lower. lfthe final score is betwe<:n 7 and 13 the risk is 

medium. If the final score is above 13 the risk is higher. 

Note: If all four section~ of the plan (iten1 #1) are chetked high, the final risk (or violent behavior is 
automatically aSSt$$ed »ii high. 

Sou rte: Ryan·Arredondo, K., Rcmouf, K., Egyed, E., Doxey, M., Dobbins. M., Sanchez, S., & 
Rakowitz, B. (2001). Threat of violence jn schools: The dallas independent school district~s response. 
Psychology in the Schools, 38, 185-196. 
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RISK ASSESSMENT WORKS I ICET FOR VIOLENT JUVIJNll.1!. lll!HA VIOR 
(fo be used when a child vetbelly or non-v<rbally thrca1cns violence) 

Student Name: 1.0.I Datc:....,...,...-----
l11$1ruC1ions; Use a check liSI llld average tor final asscssmenl. Each item cau ics the same \\tight 

nt UI v..·cr Risk Preoc B Lo Med' ium I 

I. Plan• 
A. Details _ vague _ some sp«ifics _well lh<>ught out, knows 

\vhen. \vhere~ ho,v, and v.•ho 
B. Access 10 '"capons unavailable. difficult 10 - available, but will have to - _have in hand. close by, easy 

obtain obrain access 
C. Time _ no specific time or in future _\\~thin a fc"' hours _immedia1ely 
0. Viability of plan __plan unrcali$tic. unlikely to _some details of plan arc __plan realistic 

be implemented plausible 

-

2. Aggressive behavior _ "ilen 8J1&r)' docs not hun or _displa)'$ little 8J18<r contro~ _has set fires. has lttqucru 
threaten to hun others or considered aggrcssi' c. has explosive outbursts. bclicvcs in 
proJJ<"tlY cxpk>si,•c outbursts, bclic,es violence to solve problems 

has been 1reated unfairly 
3. Discipline r<."Cord _ no previous discipline record _record of fighting, harassi11g. _has a his1ory of disciplinary 

verbally abusive problems, crhninal offenses., 
has been removed or CXMltcd 

4. 1-\c-.ademic perrornmncc _ no academic difficuhlc" _his1ory ortcarning _has been retained and/or 
di fficultics receiving special education 

Stt\-ices -
S. Exposure to violence _ exposed to violence onli _has direct!) witne..sed a _ rq>eated exposure to 

tlwougb mo•ics. stories. \ioltnt argument or fight al ' 'iolence at horn<, 
computer soft"ve. "idco home, in 1he neighborhood or neighborhood or school 
•ames school 

6. ifistory of previous attempts _no history of previous threa1s frieods are a"iarc of threats - _has beea disciplined in past 
for 1errorisl ic threat - -

1. Victim of violence ornbuse _ no evidence that child is a __perceives self as being 1aken _ child has been n victim of 
(verbal, sexual or physical) victim ofviolcoce orobusc advantage of or a victinl bul no violence or abuse, has been 

evidence that abuse has removed from home by Child 
occurred Protective Services Services 

-
8. Exhibits cruolty lo animals _no tendency lo be cruel to _ discusses cruelty to animals _has tonurtd or mutilated 

animals \\ith ~ods . animals 



I ( 
9. Vic.tim or perceived victim _no history of discrimi1\8tion _ has a history of being teased _ documentation of being -
of discrimination or barassn1ent or harassment harassed or discriminated 

al!.ainst 
10. Gang membership, member _no history of affiliation or _has past affiliation or has _is currently a.n active gang 
ofantiS()cial group or cult interest in becoming a member interest in becoming a member n1cmber ~ or cult. sees gang as 

of a gang, antisocia1 group. or of a gang, antisocial group, or source of po"1rer and protection 
cuh cull 

11. Family suppon _evidence of caring and _ hisiory of oegle<:t _ no evidence of early 
supportive family relationships auachment to prin1at)' 

• caretaker, little or no parental 
surv-rvision 

12. Emapahy, sympathy. or _ displays noml8.1 capacity to _some indication the _seems UJ13ble to express or 
renX>rsc feel for others development of these feels are feel empathy, sympathy, or 

delaved or absent remorse 
13. lnterpcrS()naVrclationship _has friends, respected among _identified as a bully, has _others afraid of child, 
skills peers and teachers poor intcrpersonaVrelationship intensely withdrawn, takes 

skills advantage of others, is 
considered a loner 

14. Preoccupation \Yith _no unusual history of _prefers and enjoys violence _preoccupation \vith violence 
\veapons. death, and violent thinking or talking about on TV or in movies, shows an and death in ''Titings, fnntasy, 
themes violence, does not enjoy interest in '''Capons. talks about drawings or COll\'Crsation 

reading about or \Vatchin.g violence 
violence 

15. Drugs or alcohol usage. _ does not use drugs or _some cxperiment0tion \Yitb _ heavy use of drugs or 
impulsivity alcohol is not considered drugs or alcohol 1 or 2 times a alcohol. several tinles a "":eek, 

inmpulsive montb has little impulse control 

TOT At CHECKS __ LOWER ---~MEDIUM ____ HlGHER 
Scoring for Ri'ik Assessment Worksheet 

I. Multiply total checks in the lower column by I 3. Divide the total of the weighted scores by 3. 
Multiply total checks in the medium column by2 4. Final risk assc.smeot: lo"~below 7 
Multiply total checks in the higher column by 3 mediurn···7 through 13 

high---above 13 
2. Add these three weighted scores. 

'5 If au items in# I (plan) are marked higl~ the final assessment for violent behavior is automatically scored high. 
CHECK FINAL ASSESSMl:NT: LOW MEDIUM IDGB ______ _ 
Source: Ryan·.Arrtdondo, K., Rtmour, K., Egytd1 F .... , Dolt)', r.1., Dobbins. ~t .. Santht~ S., & Rakowltt., 8 . (2001). Thrtat of'1oftontt In 1chools: Tbt 
d.all11s lndtpeoden1 S<hool dis.tri<t's res~nse. Ps1chology In lht S<hools, 3$, ISS.196. 



VIOLENT JUVENLLE BEHAVIOR REPORT FORM 

I. Studtot's Name: ______________ _ 2. ID# _________ _ 

3. Spttlal Education or 504 Oi;ability Yes, ________ No. __________ _ 

lfyes: Pl .. se check: LO_EO_MR_OHl_Spccch_Autism_TBl_HearingNi;ual_ 
Dc.af/Dlind_Othtr _____ _ 

3. School. __________ Oi•trict. ___ .Cradt. ___ .5. OOB ___ Age. ___ _ 

6.0atc of Threat, _________ 7. Sex. ______ .8. Ethnicity ________ _ 

9. Cuardian _________________ Relationship ___________ _ 

10.0escribe Threat and Cirt"umstances: ____________________ _ 

11. Risk A.\..~f:$Sn1tnt: Low ___ _ Medium. ___ _ High ___ _ 

12. Action Piao:. _____________________________ _ 

13.Comments: _______________________________ _ 

14. Partnt, as requirtd, were notified oo Conference with parent(s) held on 

------· Person who notified parent: Nan1e: Tit1e: _ _______ _ 

IS. Parents, as required, scheduled interview wilh of Psytholog.ica~ Social, 

and Diagnostic Scn+icts or of Youth and Family Center or _ _____ _ 

or ________________________ _ 

16. Principal Signature. _____________________ _ 

17. A copy of the Risk Ass~--snrent JYorkshe.elfor Violent Ju,•e11ile Behavior, a copy o!fhe Violent 
Juo,,•enile Behavior Report Form aod a. copy of the Verification of Seniicts l!hould be placed in the 
counselor' files, student discipline file, and faxed to _Ps)•chological, Sociall and Diagnostic Services 
(phone: attn: ). 

R•port completed by:. ________________ Oate:. _ _________ _ 



VERIFICATION OF SERVICES PROVIDED 

____________________ ha5 received an intenie~· by 

(name or student) 

~--~------.....,---------'o determine service needs. 
(name of agc.ncy or individu:al) 

(print name) 

(signature) 

(title) 

(date) 

-Source: Ryan~Arredondo, K., Remouf. K., E.gyed, E., Ooxey, M . ., Oobhins, i\1., Sanchei, S., & 
'"Rakowitz, B. (2·001). Threat ofviolc.nce in $Chools: The dalla~ independent school districr's response. 
l'<yc:.hology in the Schools, 38, 185-196. 
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