
Office for Exceptional Children Updates

April 2020



Presenters

Joseph Petrarca
Associate Director

Bernadette Laughlin
Education Program Specialist







Why a Plan?



By the Numbers:  15.4%
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Disproportionality:

The overrepresentation of distinct student groups by 
ethnicity or race in special education.

Some student groups are disproportionately 
identified with certain disabilities, placed in separate 
classrooms or schools and often disciplined with 
removal from the classroom.



Some Positives



Annual Performance Report: 
Indicator 3c
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Annual Performance Report: 
Indicator 6
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School-Aged Children 
Receiving Services by Setting
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Beliefs

School psychologists are well 
poised to provide teams with the 
tools necessary to analyze data 

and provide critical feedback during 
the change process.

School psychologists

play a critical role in student 
achievement.



Related Services Workgroup
January 2018

Mandated by House Bill 49

"To improve the coordination of state, school 
and provider efforts to address the related 

services needs of students with disabilities."



Mission Statement

To find solutions 
to the related 

services 
personnel 

shortage and 
present the 

findings to the 
legislators.



Why?
To address severe 
shortages, because 
of our commitment 

to children, to 
provide equitable 
access to high-

quality opportunities 
and to inform 

funding and policy 
decisions. 
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Recommendations

Ensure special education services are 
adequately funded as part of the state 
funding formula.

Adopt and implement methods to improve 
the recruitment and retention of individuals 
in all related services professions.
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Recommendations

Create a full-time position at the 
Department of Education to oversee 
related services.

Conduct a review of the licensure structure  
currently used by the Department as it 
applies to related services personnel.
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Recommendations

Support a cultural shift with the goal that 
related services are viewed as part of a 
collaborative, student-driven, team-based 
approach to meet the needs of the whole 
child.
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Related Services Webpage



Operating Standards Revision

2014 Operating Standards are in 
the process of being revised and 
updated.

Public comment has been 
postponed until fall of 2020

Stakeholders will receive 
notifications via EdConnection. 

Sign up for updates.



@OHEducation



Share your learning 
community with us!
#MyOhioClassroom

Celebrate educators!
#OhioLovesTeachers


