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Purpose

● Challenge our fearful gaze

● Explore potential roots of this fear

● Reorient our gaze

● Vision spaces of belonging and acceptance



Commit to naming your biases

Commitments

Commit to looking in the mirror



My field directly addresses racial disparities and 
has ongoing discussions about race.





Who do you serve?



Empathy



Empathy map









Anti-Black Racism





Bell Curve





Deficit Beliefs



Figure 1. Pathway to access and utilize autism services, including examples of anti-Black racism. Adapted from Levy et al. (2015). Primary Care Clinical Pathway for Autism Screening 
and Referral, Children’s Hospital of Pennsylvania, https://www.chop.edu/clinical-pathway/autism-screening-and-referral-clinical-pathway.
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The fearful gaze in schools



Jonathan Edwards



Racial bias and school discipline

2019 study: https://www.academia.edu/40593795/School_Deferred_When_Bias_Affects_School_Leaders





Reflect



What now?



My field directly addresses racial disparities and 
has ongoing discussions about race.



Visualize 



James Baldwin

Not everything that is faced can 
be changed, but nothing can be 

changed until it is faced.


